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Message from our Chair & CEO

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Chair:  Verne A. Blyth

Vice-Chair: Tammy Winters (Alberta)
Secretary: Jeremy Gomersall, B.Eng, ACSM

Treasurer: Rupert Bullock, B.Comm
Director: C. Wayne Reeves, B. Arch
 CEO: William S. Thornton, GDMI

ADVISORY BOARD 

Ronald Austin
Charlotte Lycett Davis

Charlotte Keller, DVM, DACVO, DECVO
Victor Kern 

Graham T. Lewis, DVM, DIP, ACVO
Irene O’Brien, D.V.M.

Norman E. Sayfy, B. Comm
Daniel Schwartz, DVM

Joanne Sutton

OUR MISSION
The mission of BC & Alberta Guide 
Dogs is to meet the demand for 
professionally trained Guide Dogs 
and Autism Support Dogs for 
citizens of British Columbia and 
Alberta, at all times meeting or 
exceeding international standards 
as established by the International 
Guide Dog Federation and 

Assistance Dogs International.

MEMBER OF:

FRONT COVER: 
Asher and Autism Support Dog 

Landon. Thanks to Matt Ferguson for 
allowing us to use this photograph.

Verne A. Blyth, Chair William S. Thornton, CEO

We are pleased to announce that as per 
the wishes of the joint Boards of BC Guide 
Dogs and Autism Support Dogs, that 
we have completed the amalgamation 
of the two organizations. We are now 
branded as BC & Alberta Guide Dogs. 
Last year we were preparing for this 
amalgamation with the introduction of 
our new logo representing a Guide Dog 
Team and an Autism Support Dog Team.  
On a day-to-day operational basis, 
there will be no change other than we 
will give equal weight to Guide Dogs 
and Autism Support Dogs. Donors may, 
if they wish, designate which discipline 
they wish their financial gift to support.

As we plan for the future of BC & Alberta 
Guide Dogs, we are delighted to share 
with you that we are now working on 
the final planning phase of our future 
Training and Breeding Centre. We hope 
to have approvals for the new building 
from the Corporation of Delta in early 
2016 and we will then begin fundraising 
for the building. Also as part of our 2016 
expansion plans, in the first quarter of 

the new year, we will be welcoming a new certified Guide Dog Mobility Instructor 
and plan to take on two new apprentice instructors to study both Guide Dog and 
Autism Support Dog training. 

Revenue for the year ended June 30, 2015 amounted to $1,564,960.  This was up 
approximately $390,000 from 2014. At the end of the fiscal year we have Bequests 
receivable for a total of $208,988.  Our expenses were $1,425,960, which leaves us 
with a surplus for the year of $139,000 compared to the previous year of a deficit 
of $147,950.  The largest increase in spending being in the client services portion 
of the budget.

With heavy hearts, we report the passing of one of our serving Alberta Board 
members. Rob Van Biezen was a tireless advocate and fund-raiser for the 
organization.  Rob’s positive “can do approach” will be sorely missed by us all.  We 
extend our sympathies to his wife Kim and the family. 

As always, we would like to thank our family of supporters. We trust that you remain 
proud of the achievements of your organization through this last fiscal year.  You 
empower us to make significant changes to the lives of others – thank you all.
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A MESSAGE FROM OUR PATRONS
Leah & Howie Meeker, CM                                                                   

PATRONS
Leah & Howie Meeker, CM

FOUNDING PATRONS
Allard Foundation

The Arthur J.E. Child Foundation
Bette & Percy Adlington
The Calgary Foundation
Charlotte Lycett Davis
Diamond Foundation
Dorothy & Rondy Dike

The Eldon & Anne Foote Fund -  
The Edmonton Community Foundation

The Fisher Foundation
Victor &  Anna Kern Foundation

Janet Li
Irene Lyttle

John Hardie Mitchell family foundation
The Nemetz Foundation
Nestle Purina Pet Care

Novartis Animal Health Canada Inc.
The Robert Tegler Trust 

Dr. Hugo Sutton, MD, FRCS(C)
Gordon & Suzanne Thornton

Robin & Kathryn Thornton
William & Linda Thornton

Vancouver Foundation
The Victoria Foundation
Wild Rose Foundation

FOUNDING DONORS
David & Susan Baker

Edmonton Public Teachers (Local No.37, 
Alberta Teachers’ Association) 

Greater Victoria Dog Obedience 
Training Club
Husky Energy

The Independent Contractors and 
Businesses Association of BC

Leanne Palylyk Children’s Foundation 
Susan & Victor MacKenzie

Qualicum Pet Food & Grooming Ltd.
RC Pet Products

REALTORS®  Community Foundation 
Rotary Club of Ladner

Rotary Club of Tsawwassen
Western Community Dog Club

AUTISM SUPPORT DOGS 
FOUNDING PATRONS
BC Guide Dog Services
Diamond Foundation

Grand Chapter of Alberta - 
Order of the Eastern Star

Grand Chapter of British Columbia and 
Yukon - Order of the Eastern Star

The Allen & Loreen Vandekerkhove 
Family Foundation

Variety – The Children’s Charity
Victor and Anna Kern Foundation

We are delighted with the successful 
amalgamation of BC & Alberta Guide 
Dogs with Autism Support Dogs.  
Congratulations to all involved.  The 
amalgamation creates wonderful new 
opportunities for our dogs.  Every August 
you will find us at the Annual Golf for 
Guide Dogs Tournament stationed at 
the 18th green, putting out with each 
team as they play through the course. 
We thoroughly enjoy being out there 
because it gives us a chance to meet in 
person some of the amazing volunteers, 
supporters and recipients of BC & Alberta 
Guide Dogs.  This is truly inspirational for 
us.  We feel so very proud and privileged 

to play a part in all of this wonderful work. Thank you all for everything that you do 
to make these dreams come true.

Our Sponsors & Patrons

THANK YOU FOR YOUR ONGOING SUPPORT!
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Making a Visible Difference

 It takes two years and upwards of $35,000 to produce one certified service dog. Our Dogs are 
provided FREE OF CHARGE to the recipient thanks to the generosity of donors like you!

OUR PUPPIES GROW UP TO BE GUIDE DOGS AND AUTISM SUPPORT 
DOGS! HERE ARE SOME OF THIS YEAR’S GRADUATES! 

GUIDE DOG MINDY & MARK AUTISM SUPPORT DOG TOTEM & TEAGAN

GUIDE DOG TAYLOR & ANN

AUTISM SUPPORT DOG SERGE & JAKE

VSP DOG SAMMY & BRANDON

GUIDE DOG BELLA & DENISE
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Stories from our Graduates

AMBER & GUIDE DOG BEAR                                      
I received my first guide dog, Tom, when I was thirteen years old and immediately 
realized how much more independence it gave me. Eight years later, I am now 
working with my second dog, Bear, and he is reminding me what it is like to put 
full trust in a dog and to have a bond that grows with each and every day. I have 
always told people that having a guide dog brings more positives than just having 
a living being with sight to assist you in mobility and finding things on your day 
to day routes. It provides a feeling of security, of confidence, and the knowledge 
that when you mess up and have a ‘human’ moment, your dog is there to give you 
a paw. My guide dog not only provides me with comfort and security when we 
are out walking but when we are at home as well. I honestly don’t think I would 

live completely on my own without having a dog 
to keep me company and keep an eye on the 
place.

There isn’t a day that goes by that I don’t think 
of the difference a guide dog has made in my 
life. I am forever grateful for the work that BC & 
Alberta Guide Dogs has done to make the lives 
of visually impaired people easier. Tom and 
Bear have allowed me to live with confidence 
and ease far greater than I could hope to have 
without them. Thank you again BC & Alberta 
Guide Dogs!

This year we were given an incredible gift. Landon, an Autism Support Dog, has 
already improved our family’s lives, and especially Asher’s life in so many ways. 
Asher is a 9-year-old boy, who has severe Autism. He is non-verbal, and is unable to 
communicate for the most part. Because of his disability, Asher has a lot of challenges 
with compulsive behaviours. 

One of the most life-changing aspects about having Landon with us is that he keeps 
Asher safe. Because of Landon’s training and strength, Asher is not able to run into 
danger anymore! We have already experienced outings together that we haven’t 
been able to accomplish in years. At home, Landon helps keep Asher calm and 
occupied in a safe manner, so we can carry on with household tasks, etc.

A good night’s sleep is also something that has 
eluded Asher, as well as the rest of us, for many, 
many years. On the first night of Landon’s arrival, 
he and Asher both slept SOUNDLY and through 
the night! 

We are SO thankful to everyone who put so 
much hard work, finances, and love into Landon 
and our journey. We couldn’t be where we are 
today, and where our journey will continue to 
go without the support of so many wonderful 
people and organizations. 

ASHER & AUTISM SUPPORT DOG LANDON
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Financial Highlights 2011-2015
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Thank you to our Community

AND THANK YOU TO THE MANY 
ANONYMOUS DONORS!

2014/2015 DONORS
$150,000  - 300,000
Estate of Rhonda Carole Peterson
Estate of Ursula Janet Singer

$50,000  - 149,999
BC Gaming & Enforcement Branch

$10,000 - 49,999
Alexandria Bancorp Ltd.
Ann Worth Charitable Foundation
Arthur J.E. Child Foundation
Bernice Linda Gibbeson
Bruce & Susan McGorman
Doreen Marjorie Powles
John Hardie Mitchell family foundation
Loyal Protestant Association
Mackenzie Financial Charitable 
Foundation
Nemetz Foundation
Provincial Employees Community 
Services
Rix Family Foundation
Simpson & Associates 
Victor and Anna Kern Foundation

$5000 - 9,999
Allen & Loreen Vandekerkhove Family
AltaGas Ltd.
Blair Family Foundation
Cardel Homes Partnership Ltd.
Children’s Health Foundation of 
Vancouver Island
Community Opportunity Foundation 
   of  Alberta
Delta Firefighters Charitable Society
Glenbow Ranching 2004 Ltd
Gwen Prout
Hamber Foundation
International Association of 
Machinists 
James McNeill

John Stoski
June Clarke
Karen Vandongen
Kurt Louie
Leland Donald
Lohn Foundation
London Drugs Foundation
Marian Atkin
Nexen Inc.
Pam Mason
Robert & Helen Austin Foundation
Ryan & Shauna Ockey
Sherritt International Corporation

$1000 - 4,999
Al Roadburg Foundation
Alice Chan
Andrew Mahon Foundation
Angela Wallace
Annette Gardiner
Annie L. Gasetz School
Anthony Butler
Antonio Costosa
Barraclough Foundation
Barton & Gillian Hildebrand
Bayer CropScience Inc.
Beatrice & David Hunter 
   Endowment Fund
Butchart Gardens
Calgary Associated Dog Fanciers
Calgary Foundation
Candi Barnes
Carrie Flint
Catherine Van Schaik
Cenovus Energy Inc.
Charles & Isabel Powell
CHIMP Foundation
Chris Tidd
Christine Dechert
Colin & Jane Warner
Corinne Rogers
Danny Pichur
David Williams
Dawn Press

Debra & Steve Topley
Delta Community Foundation
Donna Egglestone
Donna Lessard
Estate of Jane W. Galliford
Estate of Joan Freeman
Estate of John A.S. Creswick
Fitzhenry Family Foundation
Forest Lawn Funeral Home
Gerry & Eileen Macey
Graham Lewis
Great Canadian Casinos Inc.
Henrik & Johanna Sedin
Hindle Family Foundation
Inter Pipeline Ltd.
James Mackenzie
Janet Li
Jennifer Byatt
Joan Billesberger
John Horsey
Joyce J. Scott
Karen Dechert
Karen Van Dongen
Katie Harvie
Katherine McIndoe
Katherine McIntyre
Kevin Letchford
Kings Links Golf Course by the Sea
Kyle Boon
Ledgir House Ltd.
Les Groeller
Lorie Woloschuk
Louise Oczkowski
Marcelle Leveille
Mark Congram & Lorie Woloschuk
Marzio Isotti
Matrix Real Estate Service Ltd
McLean Foundation
MegaSystems Computer 
Technologies
Michael O’Brien
Naomi Johansen
Olympic Heights School
Pacific Wine & Spirits

Parkland Industries Ltd.
Patrick Doiron
Phillip & Robin Bobawsky
Ramon & Janet Benedetti
Raymond & Elaine  Haggarty
RCMP “E” Division
River Rock Casino Resort
Robin’s Fund- Strategic Charitable 
Giving
Ronald & Irene Hambly
Sandra Barclay
Sarah Tweedale
Sherry Hart
St. Stephens Catholic Church
Stantec Consulting Ltd.
Stat Healthcare Corporation
Stephanie Kawiecki
Steven Barer
Strategic Charitable Giving 
Foundation  
   (James & Phillipa Kerr)
Strategic Charitable Giving 
Foundation
   (Van Unen Family)
Susan Courtemanche
Team TELUS Cares
Terri Stephens
The Scotlyn Foundation Trust Fund
Tides Canada Foundation
Township 7 Vineyards & Winery
Union Steamship Company Ltd.
University of Calgary Student Union
UPS Canada
Vetcor K9 Reproduction Services
Victoria Foundation 
Wayne Luck
Wendy Caywood
Wesgroup Properties LP
Western Animal Eyecare Clinic Inc.
William & Linda Thornton
William McKeown
Williard Lutes
Willowgrove Foundation

WILLS & LEGACY GIFTS 

Bernice Gibbeson
Bette Adlington

Constance Whittle
Donald Flood
Dora Darling

Dorothy Mitzel
Frederick Stevens

Helen Rogers
Jane Galliford

Janice Canning
Joan Freeman
Joan Overend

Joan Price
John Creswick

June Baker
Kathleen Clarke

Louise Smith

Lynn Hawkins
Margaret Donigold
Marjorie Fackerell

Muriel Holmes
Muriel Jones

Muriel McKeown
Olive Round

Pauline Hassan
Rhonda Peterson

Roberta Greig
Susan Dodd

Thelma Blackburn
Tom Merillat
Ursula Singer

Victoria Adams
Walter Sukaroff

Winifred Wen-Min Yu

We are honoured to recognize the following estate gifts:Alberni Chapter #100
Alcan Chapter 91 OES
Ambulance Paramedics
APICS Calgary Chapter
Arbutus Chapter 68 OES
Black Diamond Lodge 5
Burnaby Edmonds Lions Club
Burnaby Lougheed Lions Club 
Cowichan Dog Obedience Training 
Club
Dr. W. J. Knox Chapter IODE
Elbow River Lodge #180
Fraser Chapter 30 OES
Golden Chapter 25 OES
Grand Chapter of BC & Yukon
Hope Lions Club
Island Roving Sams
Kiwanis Club of Summerland
Kiwanis Club of Tsawwassen/Ladner
Knights of Columbus 12118
Ladies Auxiliary Cloverdale Legion #6
Ladies Auxiliary Fraternal Order of 
Eagles
Martha Chapter 24
Masonic Foundation of Alberta

Masons Grand Lodge of BC & Yukon
North Delta Lions Club
Omineca Chapter 77 OES
Patience Chapter 122
Princess Pine Chapter 67 OES
Probus Club of Bastion City Nanaimo
Reflections Club - Coquitlam
Revelstoke Chapter 15
Richmond Chinatown Lions Club 
Society
RMSS Craft Ladies
Rotary Club of Tsawwassen
Royal Canadian Legion Laburnum
Royal Canadian Legion #8
Royal Canadian Legion #61
Royal Canadian Legion #88
Royal Canadian Legion #114
Royal Canadian Legion #171
Royal Canadian Legion # 263
Star Voyagers Club
Society of Organized Services
Tsawwassen Boundary Bay Lions Club
Tsawwassen Order of Old Bastards
Vancouver Chapter #2 OES
Victoria City Kennel Club

SERVICE CLUBS
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BC (GREATER VANCOUVER)  

7061 Ladner Trunk Road
Delta, BC V4K 3N3 
Tel: 604.940.4504 
Toll-free (Canada): 1.877.940.4504 
Fax: 604.940.4506

BC (VANCOUVER ISLAND) 

1027 Pandora Avenue 
Victoria, BC  V8V 3P6 
Tel: 250.413.3095
Toll-free (Canada): 1.877.940.4504

ALBERTA
Unit 102 4 -14th Street NW 
Calgary, AB  T2N 1Z4 
Tel: 403.258.0819 
Toll-free (Alberta): 1.877.258.0819

Legal Title: British Columbia Guide Dog Services        Registered Charity Number: 89131 1763 RR0001 

BC & ALBERTA GUIDE DOGS

BC & Alberta Guide Dogs

@bcguidedogs
@abguidedogs

FOLLOW US ON
SOCIAL MEDIA:

For the latest updates please visit us at:
BCANDALBERTAGUIDEDOGS.COM


